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BTA Chairman’s Report 2012

This is my first report as Chairman of BTA and as well as reviewing the events and achievements for the past year, I’d like to cover some of the opportunities we are discussing for 2013.  I feel that it would also be appropriate at this time to reflect on the aims and objectives of Town Twinning and remind ourselves of the how we might be able to make the best use of our opportunities in the years ahead. 

By any standards 2012 has been an extraordinary year for the United Kingdom. A year in which two events in particular came together to mark twenty-twelve as a unique year in British history: the hosting of the 38th modern Olympic Games and the celebration of Queen Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee.  Both these national and international extravaganzas spawned a myriad of connected events through the British Isles that consumed the leisure time of so many of us.  Those of a sporting mind might also like to reflect on other unprecedented UK successes in 2012: in cycling (Bradley Wiggins and the Tour de France) in tennis (Andy Murray and the US Open) and in golf (Europe’s victory over the USA). By contrast anything that Beaconsfield Twinning achieved in 2012 is going to seem very low-key! 

BTA 2012 in review

March

On March 23rd we were successful in offering an entirely new experience to BTA members – a truly all singing, all dancing evening presented with great panache and enthusiasm by the talented young performers of the Jackie Palmer Stage School from High Wycombe. The venue was the Beacon Centre and the purpose was primarily to raise funds for a group of young performers to represent Beaconsfield at the annual ‘Fête de la Musique’ in Langres on the 21st March.  Those BTA members who attended were bowled over by the performances of around 80 young people as they showcased their skills in ‘Je ne sais quoi! It’s Show Time’, a song and dance spectacular.  The theatre was packed and with ticket sales and a raffle we raised almost £900.  
Working with young people in our community is a key objective and this venture was a bold attempt to see what we could achieve.  We are indebted to the Jackie Palmer Stage School for accepting the challenge and providing us with an outstanding evening’s entertainment.

April

On April 12th our first visitors from Langres arrived: a small contingent representing the cheese makers of Langres.  They were here to take part in the second International Cheese Makers’ Market arranged by the Beaconsfield based cheese merchant, Amnon Paldi (Premier Cheese). The Cheese Makers’ Market is a commercial venture and as such did not involve BTA other than hosting the Langres ‘Chevaliers de Cape’.  We were keen to provide an opportunity for all BTA members to be involved in the weekend, so the committee decided to integrate their visit with a Wine Tasting evening – ‘Wine: The Magic & the Mystery’ – which was led by Mark Hughes of the Real Wine Company.  It proved to be both an entertaining and informative event and, with the contribution of some outstandingly good cheeses (donated by Premier Cheese) plus a lively quiz, there was something for everyone to enjoy in the company of our visitors.

May 

Local artist and BTA Committee Member, Marlen Lihou, travelled to Langres to exhibit in an important regional art show: The REMP-ARTS Association's 'Art et Balade en Pays de Langres', 5th to 20th May 2012. The Exhibition attracts artists from Langres and the surrounding towns and villages. The venture is similar to the Bucks Art initiative that we’re familiar with in our county. Marlen’s subject matter favours landscapes and still life and her imaginative and ultra realistic style, with the use of bright colours rendered in watercolour and acrylic, found great favour amongst the Langres artists and exhibition visitors.  

Opportunities exist for other Beaconsfield artists to participate in future exhibitions and we would welcome the opportunity to discuss this with anyone who is interested.

Beaconsfield NOW!, 26th May.  This event, previously known as Awareness Day, is a showcase for local clubs, associations and societies.  Held on the Council Green outside the Town Hall, it provided BTA the opportunity to catch-up with existing members and perhaps more importantly chat to those new to the area or unaware of Beaconsfield Twinning. A new pop-up publicity banner was produced for this event, and will now be seen at Café Langres and other BTA occasions. A treasure hunt guessing competition based on tourist sites inside the Langres ramparts acted as a catalyst for conversations and a chance to add names to our mailing list.

June

On the 21st June our representatives from Jackie Palmer travelled by air to Paris and on to Langres by car to perform at the ‘Fête de la Musique’. The group was smaller than first envisaged but no less enthusiastic or talented. As well as performing live in one of the street venues that are the essence of this vibrant festival, they fulfilled our brief to entertain the older citizens of Langres by performing at a hospital and day care centre. 

As a committee we learned a lot from this venture and that will help us develop and streamline further activities and exchanges with children and young adults.   

July

There was another new experience in July, this time for our mayor, Cllr Graham Corney who, at the invitation of the mayor of Langres, Didier Loiseau, and accompanied by BTA Vice President, Alan Walters, journeyed to Langres to take an official part in the traditional July 14th National Day Celebrations (Bastille Day).  The relationship between the mayors of both towns is an integral part of the formal friendship bonds that exist between Beaconsfield and Langres. 

The Twinners’ Golf Society: July, September, October, November 

A venture started almost 13 years ago by Marlow Town Twinning now embraces Beaconsfield Twinning and Bourne End Twinning – The Twinners' Golf Society. There were four opportunities this year to play at local courses in a very convivial atmosphere with just the right balance of friendly competition, good company and a decent lunch, and all for a very keen price.  I appreciate that golf is not for everyone but if you are a golfer I do urge you to get involved in the next outing, which is likely to be in April 2013. It’s a BTA membership benefit and you are most welcome to bring a guest.  

November 

Now, I come to the big event of the year ​– the ‘Celebration 2012 Weekend’.  What a delight it was to host 19 people from Langres at the beginning of November including six children whose ages ranged from 4 to15 years.  The Mayor of Langres, Didier Loiseau, made his first trip to Beaconsfield and stayed with the Mayor of Beaconsfield, Cllr Graham Corney who was able to repay the hospitality afforded to him in Langres.  

The weekend began with an official reception at the Town Hall on the Friday evening, before guests retired to be hosted by members of the Twinning Association. The theme for the weekend was focused on sharing, with our visitors, the essence of the two big UK events of 2012 – The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the London Olympics – and giving them as much of a local focus as possible.  A coach trip to Windsor on the Saturday, led by a professional French-speaking guide, captured the essence of the Diamond Jubilee theme. Lunch at a Spanish Tapas restaurant provided a pleasing culinary contrast to the evening’s celebration dinner at the Fitzwilliams Centre, which was themed by our caterer, Ann Tennant, to reflect the menu served to guests at the Diamond Jubilee ‘Picnic’ at Buckingham Palace. We were delighted to welcome our MP and Attorney General, Dominic Grieve, as a guest at the dinner.  

Before the dinner we attended the magnificent bonfire and fireworks display at Beaconsfield Cricket Club.  Both mayors were invited to light the traditional November Bonfire Night pyre.  All who attended deemed the evening to be a great success. 

Sunday provided the opportunity to travel to London for a full day of sightseeing with a break at Covent Garden for lunch before travelling on to Greenwich for a timed entry to the excellent ‘Cutty Sark’ exhibition.  Again, the committee arranged for a professional French-speaking guide to lead the day. This investment ensured that our visitors, young and old alike, were able to enjoy the full benefits of the tour in their native tongue.
Café Langres: October - March

Both ends of our year feature what is now a regular part of our calendar of events – the coffee morning in the Reading Room during the monthly Farmers’ Market in the old town.  The coffee morning was an initiative started by Deborah Sanders during her Chairmanship and what a blessing it has turned out to be.  ​It’s an ideal opportunity to chat with BTA members and to share the delights of Langres and BTA membership with those new to the area, meet visitors from neighbouring towns, and chat to those just curious to learn more about us over a very good cup of coffee and a patisserie. 

To help further increase our profile we decided to re-brand ourselves as ‘Café Langres’; we hope this will distinguish our venture from any similar activity, and help to raise the profile of BTA by highlighting our twin town.  The revenue generated is now a key part of our income stream and as important to us as the community connection we make by being there.  Our dates in the Reading Room are from October to March, so if we haven’t had the pleasure of your company in October or indeed this morning, we will expect to see you on December 22nd, January 26th, February 23rd and March 23rd. 

Robin Pedler 

It was with great sadness that we lost Robin Pedler, our Vice Chairman, to cancer in September.  Robin’s contribution to Beaconsfield Twinning over many years can be measured by his great passion for the wider ideals of international friendship and the generous way he interpreted and applied them. As a linguist and historian, with a special interest in France, he was a great asset as an enthusiastic twinning visitor and convivial host.  His many friends in Langres and Beaconsfield will remember Robin with great affection.

www.beaconsfieldtwinning.org
This year has seen the further development of the BTA website. This excellent work has been the undertaking of our secretary, Susan Jones, and provides us with a point of information and contact that will greatly increase our profile locally and nationally.

It is our intention to use the website more and more as a point of focus and sharing of information and news. You’ll find, for example, a full photo library documenting the recent visit from the Langrois.  

We encourage you to bookmark the site in your favourites, visit it regularly for news, and contribute to its content by sharing your photos and twinning news and comments. The website is an additional point of contact and we will still send information and newsletters by post to those who prefer this option. However, email and the website will be our primary point of contact for the majority of members. The cost savings on postage and printing alone are significant, and we do have some obligation to increase our ‘green credentials’ and electronic communications is one route where this is most easily achieved. 

Our archives have been given a new lease of life thanks to the work of Marlen Lihou who has turned her artistic and display skills to the task of re-organising and documenting the photographs, press-cuttings, programmes and other materials that constitute the record of BTA activities.  The committee is very appreciative of her dedication to this important task.  If any BTA member has material that would benefit the archive, please do share it with us.

 Schools and Youth Liaison

Although I have not mentioned our youth and schools programme specifically in the 2012 report, there has been much activity by committee members Nuala Boardman, Alison Palmer, and secretary Susan Jones to work with local schools and youth groups towards our goals to facilitate more contacts and exchanges with Langres. This element of our committee work is the most challenging and requires a great deal of persistence and patience.  We would welcome any input from members or contacts of members with an interest or experience in education or cultural exchanges.

Twinning plans for 2013

When the new committee meets to consider plans for 2013, high on the agenda will be the discussion of activities that can offer members a stimulating and entertaining experience with, hopefully, some French connection.  

We’ll be looking at events that have proved popular in the past such as themed dining, film nights, wine tasting, quiz nights.  We’ll also look at fund-raising experiences that we haven’t tried before (or not for some time), such as a race night, a murder mystery, a French conversation evening, a food festival experience, a games night, a theatre excursion, Boules on a Summer Evening, a French picnic … and more. 

We’re not short of ideas, but we also want your feedback from other events you’ve been to that have impressed you – could we offer something similar? Please let us have your thoughts and suggestions. And why not go one step further and offer to help with the organisation of an event.

Next year is an important date in Langres – it’s the 300th anniversary of the birth of Langres’ most famous son, Denis Diderot. The Association is expecting to be invited to visit Langres and share in the celebrations. We’ll share with you news of dates and plans in the New Year when a formal invitation is expected from Langres. 

Welcome to our New President, Juliet Gorton

We are delighted that Juliet Gorton, widow of our former President, John Gorton, has agreed to accept our invitation to act as the President of The Beaconsfield Twinning Association for 2013.  John was a founder member of Beaconsfield Twinning and Juliet was also a great supporter of the work John did in establishing our excellent relationship with Langres, especially at mayoral level.  We are indebted to her for her willingness to contribute to the work and aims of Beaconsfield Twinning.

And finally … a reminder of our mission

Above all else Beaconsfield Twinning Association is part of a worldwide initiative to promote and foster friendship.  In a world of conflict, friendship is a key part of the process of building greater understanding and paths to peace for the future. That’s why families and our young people are an important part of our brief. 

Our task as an Association is to help facilitate exchanges of all types – cultural, sporting, artistic and personal – through our visitor exchange programmes.  So, if you belong to a club or association that you feel can offer an experience to others, please get in touch and let’s explore the possibilities. 

We have on our letterhead, “Twinning is the open door to friendship”.  Feel free to knock on it anytime with your thoughts and suggestions … and, of course, your offers of time, talent, and help.

Phillip Sheahan

Chairman 

Beaconsfield Twinning Association
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